
.com

Transitioning Texans into
our Tech-driven Workforce

Michele McKeone, M. Ed.
CEO + Founder, 

Bruce Bierwirth
Head of Sales, 



.com

The Problem

70%
of people with disabilities are

unemployed
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of Texans with disabilities are

unemployed
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The Problem

75% of jobs
require some degree of
technology skills
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In special education, 
we have a term called 
“the Cliff.” 
This refers to the drop-off in services that 
are supporting students with disabilities 
as they transition into adulthood.
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On the other side of the 
Cliff is our technology-
driven society and 
economy. 
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isolation
depressionanxiety

regression

As the majority of our 
students fall off the Cliff, 
they are isolated. 
 
This leads to… 
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What is Digitability? 

Digitability is the bridge 
from school to independence.  
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San Antonio News

http://www.expressnews.com/business/business_columnists/david_hendricks/article/Hiring-people-
with-disabilities-can-help-companies-10419997.php

We’re beginning to see more companies interested in hiring people with 
disabilities and recognizing the value that they bring to companies.

http://www.expressnews.com/business/business_columnists/david_hendricks/article/Hiring-people-with-disabilities-can-help-companies-10419997.php
http://www.expressnews.com/business/business_columnists/david_hendricks/article/Hiring-people-with-disabilities-can-help-companies-10419997.php
http://www.expressnews.com/business/business_columnists/david_hendricks/article/Hiring-people-with-disabilities-can-help-companies-10419997.php


What is Digitability?

Real-world
work simulations

Personalized
learning

Professional
development

Data reporting
& analytics

Interactive
curriculum

Social/emotional 
development
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The Problem 

Technology is to employment 
as phonics is to reading 

It’s NOT enough to teach tech skills ad hoc.
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We know that adolescents are savvy with today’s technology. 
But when we ask special education students: 

What is the Internet? 
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Their number one response is 
YouTube! 

Students are referencing their experiential knowledge about using the internet,
but they have not developed a strong foundation of the digital literacy.

And these are the skills that are necessary for truly leveraging technology
to pursue their independence. 
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What is Digital 
Literacy?
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franklin@gmail.com

[ username ] [ web application ] [ create account ]

[ personal info ] [ private info ] [ public info ][ password ]

[ logging in ] [ logging out ]

Even something as simple as an email address needs the necessary foundation 
in digital literacy where students can build capacity incrementally. 



.com

Digitability is based in: 
 

•  Bloom’s Taxonomy of 
Cognitive Development 

•  Applied Behavioral Analysis 
(ABA) 
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More than online modules 

Pre-Assessments
Differentiated�
Lesson Plans

S.M.A.R.T.�
IEP Goals + Objectives

Inclusive Project-based 
Learning Assignments
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Question:
How do we develop social and 

emotional capacity while 
shaping student interest into 

marketable skills?



Workplace Behavior

Problem Solving

Giving/Receiving 
Feedback

Adapting

Work on a Team/ 
Collaboration

We know that to adequately prepare students for the workplace, they 
need ample opportunities to practice working together, communicating 
and practicing giving and receiving feedback and learning to adapt and 
be flexible so they can develop problem solving skills.  



Every video is 
accommodated by a 
lesson plan that 
includes three tiers of 
differentiation AND 
scripted with 
evidence-based 
behavioral techniques 
for social and 
emotional capacity 
building. 
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The Texas Statewide Leadership and Training list a number of these 
practices and aims to offer resources to support educators and other 
interventionists in the great state of Texas. 
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Evidence Based Practices
1. VIDEO MODELING (VM)
2. REINFORCEMENT (R+)
3. DISCRETE TRIAL TRAINING (DTT)
4. APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS (ABA)
5. ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY (AT)
6. DIFFERENTIAL REINFORCEMENT OF 

ALTERNATIVE, INCOMPATIBLE, OR OTHER 
BEHAVIOR (DRA/I/O)

7. PROMPTING (PP)
8. SCRIPTING (SC)
9. SELF-MANAGEMENT (SM)

10. FUNCTIONAL COMMUNICATION TRAINING (FCT)
11. SOCIAL THINKING
12. TASK ANALYSIS (TA) 

13. EXTINCTION (EXT)
14. SOCIAL SKILLS TRAINING (SST)
15. MODELING (MD)
16. PEER-MEDIATED INSTRUCTION AND 
INTERVENTION (PMII)
17. PICTURE EXCHANGE COMMUNICATION SYSTEM 
(PECS)
18. SOCIAL COMMUNICATION, EMOTIONAL 
REGULATION, TRANSACTIONAL SUPPORT 
(SCERTS)
19. SOCIAL NARRATIVES (SN)
20. TECHNOLOGY-AIDED INSTRUCTION AND 
INNOVATION (TAII) 

While Digitability utilized many of these evidence based strategies, I’ll just point out few such as 
reinforcement, self-management,task analyst which is part of ABA, social skills training, social 
communication and emotional regulation. All of these strategies are wrapped up in what we call our 
classroom economy, where we use boundaries and reinforcers to prepare for the workplace. 



Behavior System and the Classroom Economy: 
Using boundaries and reinforcers to prepare for the 
workplace.

Students earn money for their behaviors and for the successful roles 
they play during work simulated activities. Now, they are managing 
their money and their budgets to pay bills in the simulation and to 
purchase rewards such as preferred activities.

Project Based Learning
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Aligning IEP Goals
to Project Based Learning

Digitability is designed to make the lives of teachers and administrators easier. 
We want to help you work smarter and not harder. That is why our project based 
learning assignments are all aligned to IEP goals and include materials that also 

address math, reading and writing needs.



Your parents

7% of parents
described themselves as satisfied or very satisfied with transition services

88% of parents
saw the skills Digitability teaches as Important or Extremely Important

The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania
Parents of Students with Autism Survey, 2012
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Bring Digitability to your school 

Ask your administrator or program director�
to fill out the Demo Request form on:

http://digitability.com/education 




